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degrees much more opened. The range of experi-
ence from which the preacher drew his materials,
and to which he appealed, was something wider,
subtler, and more delicate than had been commonly
dealt with in sermons. With his strong, easy, exact,
elastic language, the instrument of a powerful and
argumentative mind, he plunged into the deep
realities of the inmost spiritual life, of which cultivated
preachers had been shy. He preached so that he
made you feel without doubt that it was the most
real of worlds to him; he made you feel in time, in
spite of yourself, that it was a real world with which
you too had concern. He made you feel that he
knew what he was speaking about; that his reason-
ings and appeals, whether you agreed with them or
not, were not the language of that heated enthusiasm
with which the world is so familiar; that he was
speaking words which were the result of intellectual
scrutiny, balancings, and decisions, as well as of moral
trials, of conflicts and suffering within; words of the
utmost soberness belonging to deeply gauged and
earnestly formed purposes. The effect of his sermons,
as compared with the common run at the time, was
something like what happens when in a company you
have a number of people giving their views and
answers about some question before them. You
have opinions given of various worth and expressed
with varying power, precision, and distinctness, sorne
clever enough, some clumsy enough, but all more or
less imperfect and unattractive in tone, and more or